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rivers for conservation or irrigation/' * No less important
was the Railway question which determined the views of
many waverers for the federal cause, f
When the different colonies of South Africa were to
unite, the two questions that were in the front were railways
and sea-ports, the possession of which was considered to be
a question of life and death to the colonies as affecting their
future prosperity. " The Transvaal, with its large industrial
centre in Johannesburg, and without any great need for
customs and revenue, had wished to revise the tariff in the
direction of free trade, while the coast colonies, believing
that, if manufacturers were protected, they would spring
up, not in the interior, but at the coast, owing to the lower
cost of living and lower wages there, were in favour of
higher protection, particularly as that policy coincided
with their desire for more revenue. On the other hand,
a union of any kind was endangered by the very strong
desire of the agricultural population of the Transvaal for
protection against the farmers of the Cape Colony.
Transvaal farmers regarded the great market o£ Johannes-
burg as peculiarly their own preserve, and were clamorous
for protection against the successful competition from the
Cape/' J But the economic gain that was to come to them as a
result of the union ultimately dismissed all other objections
and effected the union,
* Article 100.
f The following Articles settled the railway question: —
;» The power of the t'arliameat to make laws with respect to trade and
Commerce extends to navigation and shipping, and to railways the pro-
perty of any State." Article 98
t! The Parliament may by any law with respect to trade or commerce
forbid, as to railways, any preference or discrimination by any State, or by
any authority constituted under a State, if such preference or discrimination
is undue and unreasonable, or unjust to any State ; due regard being had to
the financial responsibilities incurred by any State in connexion with the
construction and maintenance of its railways," Article 102.
Ibid.   Also Article 101.
% Brand.    ; Union of South Africa,' p. 17.
Ibid. p. 18*    ^This refers to railways,)
These questions were solved by the provisions of Articles 127-181 of the
Constitution o£ South Africa to the satisfaction of ail the parties concerned.

